aS See 














seems a little tired post-“Drums,” but no one left this snow 
feeling unfulfilled, particularly after the soulful “Knockin 


on Heaven’s Door” encore. 
PAUL J. PEARAH 
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Set 1: Jack Straw, Box of Rain, West LA. Fadeaway, 
Stuck Inside of Mobile (with the Memphis Blues Again), 
Loser, Cassidy > Don’t Ease Me In 

Set 2: Victim or the Crime > Cumberland Blues, Blow 
Away, Ship of Fools, Truckin’ > Terrapin Station > 
Drums > Space > The Other One > Wharf Rat > Around 
and Around > Good Lovin’ 


Encore: U.S. Blues 


















4. Source: AUD, Quality: A/A-—, Length: 215 
2. Source: SBD, Quality: A, Length: 1:30 (set 2) ; 
Highlights: Box of Rain, Memphis Blues, Cassidy > 
Don’t Ease Me In, Cumberland Blues, The Other One > 


Wharf Rat 
Comments: First “Blow Away” 
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6/19/88, Alpine Valley Music Theatre (photo credit: Ray Ellingsen) 







































It started raining very early Monday morning, and by the 
time the band took the stage that night, people and things 
were getting rather wet. Our resilient spirits, however, 
remained undampened as we funneled through the cattle 
gate, bleating and mooing as only a mangey midwestern 
mob can! Phil acknowledged the soggy situation early in the 
first set with a sweet rendition of “Box of Rain” that had 
the Valley grooving. Jerry adds spirited harmonies tom 
solid, bouncy (but imperfect) “Memphis Blues.” Garcias 
final solo on “Loser” convinces me that he is in better form 
than on the previous night, and the entire band just i 
though the set-closing “Cassidy” > “Don’t Ease Me In : 
end the set at a terse forty-five minutes, leaving the crow 
jonesing for more! 
onthe. second set opens with an embryonic, feedback- 
laden “Victim or the Crime,” a song that had debuted only 
three days previous. This odd and unique song is very i? 
esting to hear from the perspective of knowing what F 
evolved into (no, I am not referring to the peppy “Cumber 
land Blues” that follows). The band stays tight an 
for the rest of the second set, and Jerry has his sta’ n 
if the way he belts out “Wharf Rat” is any indicatio 
friends and I were in unanimous agreement that the secon 
night was better than the first-—that was our rewa! 
camping out on a rainy night, or so we reasoned. 


PAUL J. PEARAB 
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6/20/88, Alpine Valley Music Theatre. Bob Weir reading the 
lyrics to “Memphis Blues.” (photo credit: Ray Ellingsen) 
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Set 1: Good Times, Hell in a Bucket, Candyman, 
Walkin’ Blues, When Push Comes to Shove, Queen Jane 
Approximately, Tennessee Jed, Let It Grow 

Set 2: Foolish Heart > Looks like Rain, Scarlet Begonias 
>I Will Take You Home > Drums > Space > The Wheel 
> Stella Blue > Turn On Your Lovelight 

Encore: The Mighty Quinn (Quinn, the Eskimo) 


















1. Source: AUD, Quality: A/A-, Length: 3:00 
Highlights: Queen Jane Approximately, Tennessee Jed, 
Mighty Quinn 

Comments: First “I Will Take You Home” 





















f'e rain finally let up on Wednesday, but it had been rain- 
Mg for forty-eight uninterrupted hours by then, and the 
Water had soaked what was damp, and dampened what was 
ty. The Dead opened with a warm and welcoming “Good 









Times” that set the tone for the show. Throughout the run, 
Garcia used some heavy distortion at times, and “Hell in a 
Bucket” is no exception. There are times when I thought 
Jerry used intense distortion very effectively, but the Alpine 
’88 run just isn’t one of those times, in my estimation. Nev- 
ertheless, the numbers colored by more subdued guitar 
tones, like the enticing “Candyman” and the tried and true 
“Tennessee Jed,” make up for some indulgence on the fuzz 
box, as the band is in good form for the first set. 

During the intermission, some people found a minia- 
ture stream bed that had formed down the slope of the 
lawn during the two-day downpour, and they started 
splashing around a bit. Well, soon splashing turned to slid- 
ing, and grass turned to mud, and every time someone slid 
down from the top, they made the mud slide a little longer. 
Before long, people were covered from head to toe from 
sliding about a hundred yards down the slope at a pretty 
good clip, maybe twenty miles an hour or so! Some of 
them would take off their mud-caked clothes and go down 
again. 

Set 2 starts out with the second “Foolish Heart” (recall 
the debut at Alpine Valley just three days previous). This 
version flows a little more smoothly, but the song remains 
a work in progress. Jerry mumbles the words to the new 
songs. We get a sly surprise when a sweet “Scarlet Bego- 
nias” melts into—not “Fire on the Mountain,” but rather, 
the debut of “I Will Take You Home”! The rest of the 
song selection is standard fare, but the “Stella Blue” 
sounds awful—perhaps one of the guitars was out of tune? 
The second set has a generous “Space” but lacks a nice, 
long, jammed-out song to make it really take off. Jerry hits 
quite a few sour notes on the guitar, too. All in all, not a 
great set. 

PAUL J. PEARAH 
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Set 1: Iko Iko, New Minglewood Blues, It Must Have 
Been the Roses, Me and My Uncle > Mexicali Blues, 
Stagger Lee, When I Paint My Masterpiece 

Set 2: Hey Pocky Way, Believe It or Not, Man Smart 
(Woman Smarter) > He’ Gone > Drums > Space > I 
Need a Miracle > Gimme Some Lovin’ > All Along the 
Watchtower > Morning Dew 

Encore: Blackbird > Brokedown Palace 


1. Source: AUD, Quality: A/A—, Length: 2:15 

2. Source: SBD, Quality: A—, Length: 1:30 (set 2) 

Highlights: Iko Iko, Hey Pocky Way, Believe It or Not, All 
Along the Watchtower, Morning Dew, Brokedown Palace 

Comments: First “Believe It or Not” 





